
HHii  gguuyyss,,

II  aamm  nneeeeddiinngg  ““eexxppeerrttss””  ffoorr  mmyy  FF225500

ddiieesseell  22000033  44WWDD  wwiitthh  4400,,000000  mmiilleess..

CCaann  yyoouu  hheellpp  mmee  rreeggaarrddiinngg  ““rrooaadd  wwoonn--

ddeerr””..  WWhheenn  II  ffiirrsstt  bboouugghhtt  iitt  ((uusseedd))  mmyy

wwiiffee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  eevveenn  ddrriivvee  aass  yyoouu  hhaadd  ttoo

kkeeeepp  mmoovviinngg  tthhee  sstteeeerriinngg  wwhheeeell  ttoo  kkeeeepp

iitt  oonn  tthhee  rrooaadd..    II  hhaavvee  ttwwoo  ddeeaalleerrss  wwoorrkk  oonn

ddooiinngg::    11..  aaddjjuusstt//cchheecckk  ffrroonntt  eenndd  ttooee,,

cchhaammffeerr,,  jjooiinnttss,,  lliinnkkaaggee..    ((nnoo  ppaarrttss

rreeppllaacceedd))    22..    SStteeeerriinngg  ggeeaarr  bbaacckkllaasshh

aaddjjuusstteedd  ((ddeeaalleerr  ssaaiidd))  33..  SSttaabbiilliizzeerr  kkiitt

iinnssttaalllleedd  oonn  ffrroonntt  lliinnkkaaggee  ((hheellppeedd  tthhee

mmoosstt))..  TThhee  ootthheerr  ddiidd  nnootthhiinngg..  44..  TTiirreess  aarree

oorriiggiinnaall  aanndd  II  mmoovveedd  ffrroonntt  ttoo  rreeaarr  aanndd  aaiirr

pprreessssuurree  ttoo  6600  ppssii..  TThhiiss  mmaayy  ooff  hheellppeedd

aallssoo  bbuutt  vveerryy  lliittttllee..  TThhee  ttrruucckk  ssttiillll  ddooeess

nnoott  ddrriivvee  lliikkee  iitt  sshhoouulldd..  IItt’’ss  lliikkee  iitt  ffoolllloowwss

ggrroooovveess  iinn  tthhee  rrooaadd..  YYoouu  hhaavvee  ttoo  wwoorrkk

tthhee  sstteeeerriinngg  wwhheeeell  bbaacckk  aanndd  ffoorrtthh

aalltthhoouugghh  nnoott  eexxcceessssiivveellyy,,  bbuutt  iiss  aannnnooyy--

iinngg..  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ssuuggggeess--

ttiioonnss??

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ssoo  mmuucchh!!!!  

WWaallllyy  HHoolltteerr,,  BBiilllliinnggss,,  MMTT..

Thanks for listening Wally. As with many

trucks on the road today they all have a

steering shaft that connects the column

to the gear box. This shaft is known to

wear and cause this very issue. Open the

hood and have someone turn the col-

umn about one inch side to side. If the

wheel moves more than the connector

at the gear box you need it replaced right

away. If the shaft gets as loose as it is

now it is dangerous to drive. Take care,

Russ

22000055  FFoorrdd  FFooccuuss  --  TThhee  CChheecckk  FFuueell  CCaapp

lliigghhtt  ccaammee  oonn  dduurriinngg  aa  rreecceenntt  ttrriipp  ttoo

MMiinnnneeaappoolliiss..  TThheerree  ddooeessnn’’tt  sseeeemm  ttoo  bbee

aannyytthhiinngg  oobbvviioouussllyy  wwrroonngg  wwiitthh  tthhee  ccaapp

bbuutt  tthhee  lliigghhtt  iiss  ssttaayyiinngg  oonn..  AAnnyy  iiddeeaass  wwhhaatt

tthhee  pprroobblleemm  mmiigghhtt  bbee??

RReeggaarrddss,,  SSccootttt  iinn  SSiioouuxx  FFaallllss

Thank you for your question Scott. All

vehicles built after 1996 have a system

which checks the fuel tank for leaks. This

system applies vacuum to the tank and

then checks for its ability to hold the vac-

uum. If there is a leak such as a loose

fuel cap, the test will fail and a code will

set in the computer memory. Since the

most common failure is the driver not

completely tightening the fuel cap many

manufactures have designed the system

to turn on a “check fuel cap” light on the

dash. Check your cap by turning it until it

clicks twice. If the light still comes on

see any ASE certified repair shop to

diagnose the system. This code will not

affect the performance of the vehicle

but will keep that annoying light on until

the system is repaired. Take care, Russ

Advice given by the Motor Medics is for use

as a guide to repair. Always check with

your favorite repair shop for verification.

The motor medics have been operating a

repair shop and answering questions on

the air for 19 years. Russ is an ASE Master

Certified Technician with extensive dealer

and aftermarket training. Shannon is an

ASE Certified Parts Specialist with more

than 30 years in the automotive world.

You can ask a question of The Motor

Medics by going to help@underthehood-

show.com we will answer your question on

line and you may see it appear in this pub-

lication. The Under The Hood Show can be

heard each week on local stations with

coverage reaching 7 states and on

www.underthehoodshow.com. Go to

Underthehoodshow.com to find one near

you.
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